Public Archives of Canada 

Public Records Division 
Records of the Canadian 

Commercial Corporation 


NO. 5 RECORDS OF THE CANADIAN 
COMMERCIAL CORPORATION 
(RG 65) 


NO. 5 RECORDS OF THE CANADIAN 
COMMERCIAL CORPORATION 
(RG 65) 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/39012822060125 


PUBLIC RECORDS DIVISION 


General Inventory Series 


NO. 5 RECORDS OF THE CANADIAN 
COMMERCIAL CORPORATION 
(RG 65) 


Compiled Dit. Wriaht 
Thomas A. Hillman 


General Editors: Peter Cillis 


Glenn T. Wright 


Public Records Division 


Public Archives Archives publiques 
iv Canada Canada 


Ottawa 1977 


PREEMPT Rare sata Ms 7 
Eu ss BOA, 


ery Bice x 
as À S re ES al 
re 


© Minister of Supply and Services Canada 1977 


Cat. No.: SA72-1/65 
ISBN — 0-662-01188-0 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Page 
nt etapes Jhvceeuuln, 2 haem Goa vii 
eae Ol aches Er pie mots curl. tink com ee WT VO 1% 
ibe eae VR OURLE NS. 5 ep 0oirk ER ne 1 


PREFACE 


Part of our mandate at the Public Archives includes the custody of those 
federal government records considered worthy of permanent preservation for study 
and research. This present series of preliminary inventories is being published by the 
Public Records Division to inform researchers and the general public of the rapidly 
growing extent and increasing variety of such records. 


These inventories are termed "preliminary" because not all the material in 
them is at present adequately organized and listed and will therefore be subject to 
revision from time to time. 


Each inventory describes one or more record groups. The term "record group" 
(RG) is used here exclusively to refer to federal government records in the Public 
Archives of Canada. It can be most easily defined as any body of records of the 
federal government of Canada or its predecessors that are organizationally or 
functionally related by administrative continuity. In practical terms this usually 
means that a separate record group is created for each department, branch, or 
agency that maintained at any point during its existence a separate and self- 
contained registry system. The inventory for each record group will contain: 


1) a brief administrative outline of the creating government body or 
bodies; 

2) a note on access regulations; 

3) suggestions for citation of the records; 

4) a series by series description of the records themselves. 


The records will be organized in a manner that most nearly reflects the evolving 
administrative structure of the creating department, branch, or agency. 


During the period 1951 to 1967 a number of Preliminary Inventories for 
record groups were published. This new series will supersede the older publications. 
In some cases we shall reorganize the whole record group. Others will retain their 
original format but have numerous additions incorporated into them. Most of the 
inventories appearing in this new publication program, however, have never appeared 
in print before. By frequently up-dating the inventories of those groups that receive 
large influxes of new material we will be able to keep the public aware of the 
expanding scope and diversity of our holdings of public records. 


I must express grateful appreciation to the staff members who have worked 
so diligently to organize these inventories and prepare them for publication, 
especially the editor of the series, Peter Gillis, and the other editorial members of 
the Public Records Division's Publication Committee, Glenn Wright, Terry Cook, and 
Tom Hillman. 


W.I. Smith, 
Dominion Archivist 
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INTRODUCTION 


The records of the Canadian Commercial Corporation and its predecessor, 
the Canadian Export Board, date from 1944. Accessions to this record group were 
made in 1967 and 1968 and may be divided into two sections. The first records 
received consisted of general correspondence regarding routine office adminis- 
tration, Canadian Export Board files that had been incorporated into the Canadian 
Commercial Corporation filing system, material on Industrial Mobilization Planning, 
minutes of meetings of the Board of Directors and staff, monthly and statistical 
reports from various units of the Corporation, and several volumes relating to 
arrangements made with foreign governments and local contractors for the export of 
supplies from Canada. The. second section, made up of records accessioned in 1968, 
contained more specialized material dealing with procurements for Canadian- 
American defence arrangements, in particular the United States-Canada Air 
Defence Radar System, the Pinetree Line. 


A description of the Canadian Commercial Corporation and the records in 
our custody follows. A list of all files is available in the Public Records Division. 
All files of the CCC held by the Public Archives of Canada are open. 


Extent: 6.7 metres. 


Suggested Citation: Public Archives of Canada, Canadian Commercial Corporation, 
RG 65, vol. 40, file 70-4-70/1, part 2, RCA Victor Company 
Limited, Summary of Prices. Lists of Equipment, 1956. 
Subsequent citation: PAC, RG 65, vol. 40, file 70-4-70/1, pt. 2. 


S.G. Wright 
Thomas A. Hillman 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OUTLINE 


The following résumé outlines the historical development of the Canadian 
Commercial Corporation from its establishment to the present. 


On the recommendation of the Minister of Trade and Commerce, an 
Order in Council authorized the establishment of "... a Canadian 
Export Board for the purpose of purchasing civilian goods for export to 
the British Colonial Empire, ... the British Commonwealth of Nations 
and other countries...during the period of trade control measures and 
until trade can be again conducted by and through normal peacetime 
trade channels..." (P.C. 70, 31 January 1944). The Board consisted of 
three representatives from Trade and Commerce and one each from 
Agriculture and Fisheries. 


Private industry urged, however, that Canadians be offered similar 
facilities to those afforded British and American traders by the United 
Kingdom Commercial Corporation and the United States Commercial 
Company. Government boards were not popular among businessmen 
for carrying out trade transactions. Many firms preferred to do 
business with a company which could sue and be sued rather than with 
a department of government. 


The demands of private industry were met by the repeal of the 
Canadian Export Board Regulations. Replacing the Board was the 
Canadian Commercial Corporation (CCC). During the transitional 
period after World War II, the CCC was to assist Canadians in 
obtaining goods from outside Canada and in disposing of goods 
available for export from Canada as well as to store and process goods 
(P.C. 1218, 29 March 1946). 


Finally, "An Act to establish The Canadian Commercial Corporation" 
was passed (10 Geo. VI, Chap. 40). The only change from the above 
Order in Council was the omission of the power to store and process 
goods and commodities. Expiry date for the Act was set at sixty days 
after commencement of Parliament, 1949. The CCC was wholly 
government-owned and not competitive with any government body or 
private company. Headquarters were in Ottawa with branch offices in 
principal cities across Canada. Foreign branch offices were organized 
in London and Washington. In early transactions, the CCC acted as the 
Canadian agent for the Governments of Belgium, China, France, The 
Netherlands, and Norway as well as United Nations relief organizations 
such as UNRRA and UNICEF. 


1947 


1949 


1950 


1951 


1963 


1969 


1976 


Responsibility for procurement of the requirements of the Department 
of National Defence was transferred from the Department of 
Reconstruction and Supply to the Department of Trade and Commerce 
and therefore, in effect to the CCC (P.C. 314, 5 February 1947). The 
CCC fulfilled these additional functions until the formation of the 
Department of Defence Production in 1951. Authority to control 
profit and renegotiate contracts, however, was retained by the 
Minister of Munitions and Supply. An amendment to the CCC Act 
legalized this transfer of defence purchasing (11 Geo. VI, Chap. 51). 


Those clauses of the original CCC Act that had established a five year 
lifespan were repealed. The Corporation was given the same 
continuing status as most other Crown corporations and agencies (13 
Geo. VI, Chap. 2). 


Clause 3 of the Department of Munitions and Supply Act, 1939, and 
Clause 42 of the Defence Purchases Profits Control and Financing Act, 
1939, were repealed and the Defence Supplies Act was passed (14 Geo. 
VI, Chap. 33). 


With the creation of the Department of Defence Production, the new 
Department's Minister - in practice, the Minister of Industry - was 
given authority to buy defence supplies and arrange for construction of 
projects required by National Defence. The CCC was to report to 
Parliament through the Minister of Industry in his capacity as Minister 
of Defence Production (15 Geo. VI, Chap. 4). 


Officers of the Department of Defence Production were to be the 
President and Directors of the CCC. The Board of Directors was 
reduced from nine to six (P.C. 1842, 18 April 1951). An amendment to 
the CCC Act transferred the administration of the Act to the Minister 
of Defence Production (15 Geo. VI, Chap. 13). The Corporation was 
still to carry out its original duties as the agent for foreign 
governments procuring goods in Canada. 


The staff of the CCC was integrated with that of Defence Production 
which provided all the management and services required by the 
Corporation. 


As of 1 April, the CCC reported to Parliament through the Minister of 
Supply and Services (17 Eliz. II, Chap. 6). The Corporation continued 
to act primarily as the contracting and procuring agency on behalf of 
foreign countries interested in purchasing defence or other supplies 
and services from Canada on a government-to-government basis. 


Under the authority of a departmental directive dated 1 May 1976, the 
CCC replaced the Export’Contracts Centre. From this point, the 
Corporation reported directly to the ADM, Science and Engineering 
Procurement, Department of Supply and Services. 


1. 


RECORD GROUP 65 
CANADIAN COMMERCIAL CORPORATION 
OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE SERIES, 1944-1961 
Subject Files, 1944-1956, 3 m (Vols. 1-31) 


These records, which are arranged by subject, are primarily general 
correspondence relating to office administration. Also included are 
monthly reports from various units of the Corporation, minutes of Staff and 
Director's meetings, files relating to arrangements made with various 
governments and local contractors for the export of supplies, material on 
the Industrial Mobilization Planning programme, and incorporated records 
of the Canadian Export Board. A file list is available. 


United States-Canada Air Defence Radar System, the Pinetree Line 
1950-1961, 3.7 m (Vols. 32-53) 


This specialized file series deals with "Operation Pinetree", a joint air 
defence arrangement between Canada and the United States as a region 
under the North Atlantic Treaty, entailing radar stations with the 
necessary communications to support effectively the operations of fighter 
squadrons. Some of these records are concerned with the administration of 
the radar stations, but most deal solely with contracts for military supplies. 
A file list is available. 
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